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ideas were new to the unsophisticated Minister and ap-
parently produced on him a profound impression.
Several days later the Foreign Minister called a confer-
ence to consider the question of appealing to the Powers
for partial disarmament and a limitation of military ex-
penditures. Muraviov informed us that His Majesty fa-
voured the plan, and read a draft of the appeal. Naturally
enough, Kuropatkin opposed the project. On the contrary,
I approved the plan, as I would any scheme tending to settle
international conflicts by peaceful means. At any rate, I
pointed out, it was much less impracticable and odd than
the plan for an agreement with Austria, previous^ sug-
gested by the War Minister.
The appeal was issued August 12 (24), 1898, and the
following year a peace conference took place at the Hague.
I had an occasion to discuss the matter with His Majesty.
I congraulated him upon having taken the initiative in the
great and noble task of bringing about universal peace, but
I pointed out that the conference was not likely to have
any practical results. The sacred truths of the Christian
faith were enounced by the Son of God some two thousand
years ago, and yet most of the people are still indifferent to
these precepts. Likewise many centuries will pass before
the idea of peaceful settlement of international conflict will
be carried into practice. Five years later we ourselves
showed that our talk about disarmament and peace was but
empty verbiage.
During the coronation solemnities in Moscow we signed
another agreement bearing on our Far-Eastern policy. I
have in mind the treaty with Japan regarding Korea, which
sanctioned Russia's dominating position in Korea and deter-
mined Japan's sphere of influence in that country. This
treaty granted us the right to keep military instructors and
several hundred of our soldiers in Korea. The agreement
also gave us a preponderating influence upon Korea's state